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Growing, Flourishing, Celebrating 
 
Cambrian Indian Community is changing in plain sight! What was just a few years ago a group of a few families 
getting to know one another, has now grown into a large and vibrant community at a rapid pace that none of us 
would have imagined. Just over the past year, we estimate that over 30 new Indian-origin families have moved 
to Cambrian. The community Facebook group is approaching 600 members. In fact, there are about 15 new 
families at this very event! 
 
Commensurate with our growth, CIC formally applied and was approved for a 501(c)(3) non-profit entity 
designation in 2017. This designation allows us to increase the scale of our events by giving us benefits such as 
access to tax free contributions from sponsors and discounts on renting venues and certain services. It also gives 
us credibility and legitimacy as a formal organization. The purpose of CIC is to provide a platform for everyone in 
the community to showcase our growth and culture. Our grand vision is to be a hub for all things Indian in the 
South Bay, expanding the knowledge and understanding of Indian culture among the residents of the SF bay 
area. In a nutshell, we are just getting started! 
 
 



The Road to CIC Diwali Mela 2017 
 
Today is a watershed event for us. Our annual Diwali celebration, has grown from 200 attendees just 4 years ago 
to 540 this year. We were sold out in 2 days! We have about 200 participants, and 50 volunteers. It’s our largest, 
grandest and most ambitious venture by far.  
 
We are lucky to be at the Mexican Heritage Theater. With this beautiful, professional setting came new 
complexity. Our capabilities to manage the complexities of lights, sounds, mixing and choreographing in this 
new environment had to scale to a completely new plane of sophistication. The stage is over 10X larger than any 
past event. The performance production needed to be orders of magnitude better quality to not magnify 
mistakes. The audience seating needed a course in constrained optimization. We could go on and on. 
 
And that needed an amazing team. Our program coordinators - Sonal / Anand (adult) and Shalini / Shwetha 
(kids) engaged with the amazing set of choreographers for meticulously planning out each segment. Our gifted 
Production Leads - Anjana / Girish / Sachin / Shriram worked long hours on each slide, audio/video/light/mic 
setting, timing & transition cue that had to come together precisely. Creative leads Latha / Gargi planned out the 
entire program flow and content for stitching the seamless tapestry and theme. Our Photography team led by 
Harsha had to design coverage of every program and participant on a large stage without missing a beat. 
Decoration leads - Jayasree / Avani put together the beautiful Mela themed lobby, bringing  vibrance to our 
festivity. The Food team - Sowmya / Vidhya / Vish took on every gastronomic detail of the delicious food service. 
Rohan - leading Cambrian Khabar tracked down each piece of content to get this slick document published. 
Rukmini / Ramanan took on the ticketing and registration for painlessly making sure we are accommodated in 
an orderly manner. Ramanan designed our beautiful Mela Logo. Our multi-talented emcees - Pooja / Ram were 
immersed into the finest details of the program flow with weeks of preparation. 50+ volunteers selflessly 
jumped in to help out on each aspect of the event without hesitation. Our amazing Sponsors generously opened 
up their purses to cover the additional costs for our community without hesitation. And CIC board was our 
guiding light always behind the scenes. 
 
But, without a doubt, none of this would have happened without the support of our enthusiastic and talented 
Cambrian performers - kids, adults, seniors and the parents who encouraged their efforts. This event is a gift 
from YOU. It is a reflection of YOU. It is a tribute to YOU.  
 
It’s been a pleasure and privilege to have been able to conduct this beautiful symphony to today’s crescendo. As 
children who grew up in India, we have had the privilege to see the melting pot of humanity that comes together 
to form a festive community when the MELA came to town. The sharing of life’s simple joys, excited anticipation 
and the feeling of togetherness that we experience in THAT moment. If we can bring back a small memory of that 
fleeting childhood for you… we will have succeeded today. 
 
In the immortal words of the bard… 
 
All the world's a stage, And all the men and women merely players; 
They have their exits and their entrances, And one man in his time plays many parts. 
 
Let the light of Diwali forever shine on Cambrian. Our home. Our beautiful community. 
 
Pallavi, Nekzad and Geetha (PNG) 
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Performances 
 

Cambrian Diwali Invocation 

Participants: Aaditri Bhadrinat, Aavni Deepak, Ashwath 
Raghu, Easha Sreeder, Manith Vatti, Nirnay Rajesh, 
Pratheek Konduru, Pujitha Bandi, Risha Ramanan, 
Saathvik Narayanan, Srisai Balaji Manepalli 

Choreographer: Lakshmi Jayaprakash 
 

Cambrian’s youngest kids will be singing a Lord 
Ganesha prayer song. This will be followed by a song 
on Cambrian, written by our own Cambrianites Sonal 
and Manish in Hindi and tuned to the tune of the 
famous song “Sare Jahan Se Acha”. 
 

Western Masala 

Participants: Aadya Upreti, Aanya Bhardwaj, Adith 
Radharamanan, Advaith Koushik, Advik Mishra, Anika 
Prabhune, Arnav Anil, Arya Vijaya Kumar, Avaneesh 
Nangare, Aviroop Pal, Jiya Deo, Krish Gala, Nitya 
Jayaprakash, Punkhuri Mehrotra, Riya Vora, Sanaya 
Shroff, Sharanya Balakrishnan, Shruti Jadhav, Sneha 
Madan, Srikrithi Bhagavathula, Suchet Madem, Taran 
Kollu, Varun Kaushik, Vishnu Parthasarathy 

Choreographers: Anuradha Kare, Vijay Sivalingam, 
Vindhya Subramanian 
 

A delicacy you devour with your eyes and ears. It is an 
assortment of western flavors like contemporary, hip 
hop, salsa & rock-n-roll with a hint of Bollywood and a 
dash of Kollywood. A visual treat that will leave you 
hungry for more. 
 

Thiruvathirakali 
Participants: Amruta Pentapati, Bhavya Srinivasan, 
Deeksha Holla, Diya Pillai, Gowri Sunil, Kavya Srinivasan, 
Manasi Sugath, Shreya Manu 

Choreographer: Manju Pillai 
 

Thiruvathirakali is an extremely popular folk dance 
performed by both young and old females.  
Thiruvathirakali is regarded as an extremely elegant 
dance form as the Lasya or the beauty element 
predominates. 
 

Bolly in Style! 
Participants: Akila Rajesh, Akshara Sunder, Amogh 
Deshaboina, Anagha Jadhav, Anvita Prabhune, Anya 
Desai, Arya Jayaraj, Harshad Vaidhyanathan, Mahi Deo, 
Pranav Koimattur, Rayhan Ashraf, Shanvi Goyal, Shourya 
Bodla 

Choreographer: Aadya Batra 
 

CIC catches them young. Well, the fever of CIC Diwali 
day definitely caught this young lady while she is just 
10. She participated in last 3 Diwali events and got 
so inspired by the energy and team work that she 
decided to lead a group of 13 young Cambrianites 
this time and share with them her passion for Dance. 
Here’s a medley of songs choreographed by Aadya 
Batra. I bet the kid in you would get up and dance 
with them. 
 

Shubharambh 
Participants: Aditya Anil, Arhan Pamecha, Aria Kamdar, 
Eeha Pamecha, Maya Anand, Nalan Kumaresan, Pranav 
Vatti, Sahana Radharamanan, Ved Jha, Zenia Shroff 

Choreographers: Khushbu Shah 
 

The Colorful Dawn has come. What happiness it has 
brought! Our hearts are filled with Joy! Come on let's 
dance, get ready. With our best gear, it's that holy 
moment. It has brought those light twinkling 
star-like dreams of the future. Team Shubarambh is 
glad to perform the traditional dance of Gujarat “Raas 
Garba”.  
 

Chalo Cambrian for Diwali 
Participants: A. V. Santhanam, Aakash Sriram, Akash 
Bhagwat, Akshara Kollu, ES Natarajan, Gayathri Prasad, 
Hema Vijayakumar, Jaya Natarajan, Kavya Ganesh, 
Sanjeevani Dedge, Sanjith Senthil, Srimathi. S.G, Veerraju 
Vatti, Vivek Vemulakonda 

Choreographers: Rosy Singh, Srividhya Vemulakonda 
 

Diwali Aaye Diwali Aaye... Humare Dada Dadi Aaye... 
Lets celebrate CIC diwali together. 



Madhurashtakam 
Participants: Anya Aradhya, Kedaar Rentachintala, 
Kousthubh Veturi, Moukthika Veturi, Oviya Srinivasan, 
Pranav Gopalabhatla, Shruti Gopalabhatla, Sruthi 
Rentachintala 

Choreographer: Radhika Karlapelam 
 

The Madhurashtakam is a Sanskrit composition in 
devotion of Lord Krishna, composed by the 
philosopher-poet Sripad Vallabha Acharya. The 
Madhurashtakam describes the qualities and deeds 
of Lord Krishna, all of which have been 
conceptualized as been dipped in madhu, meaning 
honey. In the eyes of the devotee, everything that 
pertains to Lord is sweet and graceful, He, being the 
Lord of all sweetness. 
 

The Night Before Diwali 
Participants: Aarav Singh, Aria Srivastava, Dhrithi 
Ravilochan, Dhruva Ravilochan, Kedar Shankarram, 
Lavanya Jandhyala, Nakul Anand 

Choreographers: Ananya Jandhalya, Dhyana Holla 
 

A creative twist on “A Christmas Carol” by Charles 
Dickens. Join us on this fun filled journey with 
Suresh as he discovers life outside of work, work, 
work! 
 

INTERMISSION 
 

Videsi Gaana, Desi Ishtyle 
Participants: Anish Jayaraj, Aruna Srinivasan, Arvind Iyer, 
Harini Venkatesh, Lakshmi Krishnamurthy, Mahathi 
Shankarram, Poornima Rangarajan, Ravilochan 
Shamanna, Rishab Anand, Shanthi Venkatesh, Siddharth 
Srinivasan 

Choreographers: Poornima Rangarajan, Shanthi 
Venkatesh 
 

What happens when you take a popular Western 
number and give it some classic Indian love? You get 
a foot tapping, adrenalin pumping mix of beloved 
songs, old and new! Cambrian Beats proudly 
presents its latest - a musical ensemble performed 
together for the first time, by the young and the 
young at heart. Sit back and take a trip down memory 

lane, or stand up and jive with us! Gaana hoga 
videsi, par style to poori desi! 

Rama returns to Ayodhya… Jetlagged! 
Participants: Advaith Narayanan, Anik Singh, Arushi 
Singhal, Bhuvan Krishnamohan, Harshal Rawat, Hriday 
Satish, Sathvik Konduru, Vedanth Chari 

Choreographer: Arvind Iyer 
 

Ravana is subdued and Rama and his entourage plan 
to return to Ayodhya. Do they make it to Diwali at the 
right place and right time? Try asking Agastya instead 
of Alexa! 
 

Satyam Shivam Sundaram 
Participants: Harini Krishnan, Hawama Jabeen 
Salaudeen, Hema Ramamurthy, Kirti Mehrotra, Latha 
Santhosh, Manasi Ganpule, Meera Ramakrishnan, Neenu 
Kumbhat, Shalini Suresh, Shraddha Santhosh, Shwetha 
Anand, Sowmya Visvanathan, Suhasini Tatipalli, Vidhya 
Iyer, Vinu Ramya Krishnamurthy 

Helpers: Gomathi Krishnan, Mahalakshmi 
Lakshminarayanan, Padma Pushpannan, Prassanna 
Jayaganesh, Sanketh Santhosh 

Choreographers: Hawama Jabeen Salaudeen, Meera 
Ramakrishnan 
 

Presenting Satyam Shivam Sundaram with a twist. 
Satyam, the Truth that one must honor and love your 
inner and outer self. Shivam, inspired by the five 
elements we dress our Truth and from there emerges 
Sundaram, the beauty and divinty in each one of us. 

 
A Cambrian Potpourri 
Participants: Anuradha Kare, Manju Pillai, Rashmi Ravi, 
Vandana Vijayakumar 

Choreographer: Anuradha Kare 
 

It is a melange of classical dances across India set to 
the medley of foot tapping notes. A melting pot of 
sorts, that brings together classical and popular 
genres. 
 

Gameshow 
Participants: Arun Venkatesan, Gayathri Ramakrishnan, 
Girish Moodalbail, Kulwinder Singh, Nitasha Batra, 
Shveta Tripathi, Sivakumar Raman, Vanaja Ravi 

Choreographer: Rangaprabhu Parthasarathy 
 



What happens when you put a bunch of creative 
people in front of an audience of 500 and challenge 
them with interesting tasks and questions? How do 
you spontaneously react to what is thrown at you? 
Come find out at the Diwali Game Show where they 
know just as much as you do, which is nothing! Let 
the games begin. 
 

Bhangra Gone Wild 
Participants: Abhiram Pentapati, Anaya Mandal, Anchal 
Bhardwaj, Diya Choudhary, Isha Tripathi, Meenakshi Iyer, 
Neelakshi Iyer, Nishchay Tripathi, Nitya Tripathi, Sahith 
Bodla, Siyona Agarwal, Vedaanth Venkatesh 

Choreographer: Nitya Tripathi 
 

Bhangra is a traditional Punjabi dance which 
requires an immense amount of energy to execute. 
From the audience, it often seems like a splash of 
bright colors and tons of people having fun. 
"Bhangra Gone Wild" brings to you a visually 
stunning performance, that looks like it's taking 
place in the spingtime. 
 

#BahuKiBali 
Participants: Abhinay Gupta, Anand Krishniyer, Ashish 
Singhal, Balaji Srinivasan, Ganesh Tyagali, Rajeesh 
Tripathi, Rajesh Radhakrishnan, Sandeep Jha, Santhosh 
Raghunath, Srikrishnan Chari, Venkata Ramanan 

Helpers: Jaskirat Singh, Nirav Shah, Prabhu Parthsarthy, 
Ram Athreya, Sanketh Santhosh, VJ Shiv 

Choreographers: Abhinay Gupta, Rajeesh Tripathi 
 

The play deals with multiple view points to solve a 
pertinent question that has fascinated Indian 
moviegoers for the past couple of years. Get ready for 
a fun-filled adventure, and most importantly, dance 
with us! 
 

My earth, my child! 
Participants: Anugraha Pillai, Chandana Nair, Krithika 
Santhanam, Manasa Girish, Medha Gadikere, Navya 
Tyagali, Priti Singh, Radha Ramanan, Raime Ramanan, 
Srishti Venkatesan, Vidyani Jilledumudi 

Choreographers: Chandana Nair, Krithika Santhanam 
 

Our earth, our children. We didn't inherit the earth 
from our ancestors, we are borrowing it from our 
children. As our past actions change the earth, like 

seasons, we as humans have a huge part to play in 
preserving it for our future. 
 

Cambrian Baazigarz 
Participants: Anand Madhavan, Anusha Dwarakanathan, 
Gargi tewari, Khushali Mehta, Koushik Balasubramanian, 
Reshma Vyas, Ruchi Singhal, Shweta Raman, Tarun 
Bhatia, Vijaya Kumar Sivalingam 

Choreographer: Shweta Raman, Khushali Mehta Panchal 
 

Sit back and get ready to enjoy the performance 
presented by 'Cambrian Baazigarz'. Taking you back 
to the 90s, this performance is going to make you 
nostalgic of the colorful era which depicts artists of 
difference styles from the King of Romance, SRK, to 
the Queen of comedy, Sridevi, to name a few. Enjoy 
and groove to the rhythm! 
 

 

 
Use the QR Reader app to read 
Cambrian Khabar on your smartphone 
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Business Insurance 

Group Medical Benefits 
Liability Insurance 

Special Insurance Programs for Software Consultants 
	

Contact 1-800-257-7718 
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CIC is close to my heart. Our involvement sets a guiding path for our children and I am 
thrilled to watch this showcase of huge talent and volunteer spirit.  
It takes a community to bring together such a dedicated group. As a realtor, it is 
rewarding for me to contribute by providing a professional service for all your real 
estate needs. 
If you or your friends are thinking about buying, selling or investing in real estate 
please contact me. 

Venkata Ramanan (BRE 01919252) 
Web: www.streesv.com 

E-Mail: vramananx@gmail.com | Phone: 408.569.0583 
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